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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. Claims 32-34 are currently pending in this application. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

3. The terminal disclaimer filed on 1 1/22/2005 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of application 
number 09/919,436 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been 
recorded 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. patent 
Number 6,948,174 to Chiang et aL 

6. As to claim 32, Chiang teaches a method for brokering message between middleware 
systems comprising: communicating a message from a mainframe system in a Cobol Copybook 
format (col. 10, lines 18-45); mapping the message in Cobol copybook format onto the fields in a 
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structured event format (col. 10, lines 18-45); communicating the message converted from Cobol 
copybook format to structured event format to a middleware brokering system (col. 10, lines 46- 
61); communicating a message from a Java based system into a Java message format (col 10, 
lines 18-45); mapping the message in the Java format onto the fields in a structured event format 
to a middleware brokering system (col. 10, lines 18-45); communicating a message from a Java 
format to the structure event format to the middleware brokering system (col 10, lines 46-61); 
communicating a message from CORBA system in a structured event format to the middleware 
brokering system (col. 10, lines 46-61); using the middleware broker to determine the destination 
for each of the message from the Java, CORBA, and mainframe systems (col 10, lines 46-61); 
and directing each of the messages to the appropriate one of the JMS, CORBA, and mainframe 
systems (col. 10, lines 46-61); however Chiang does not explicitly teach the use of JMS 
messages with Java. 

Chiang teaches the use of numerous software applications and the use of Java, so though 
not explicitly mentioned Java Message Service format was a well-known way to communicate 
with applications at the time of the invention. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Computer Networking art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Chiang regarding the exchange of data between 
numerous applications on varying platforms with the use of JMS messages because the various 
applications discussed by Chiang could include applications that use JMS messages, without 
departing from the scope of the Chiang invention. 

7. As to claim 33, Chiang teaches the method of claim 32 further comprising: converting the 
messages destined for the mainframe system from the structured event format to Cobol 
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copybook format (col 12, lines 10-59). For reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 32 it 
would have been obvious to use JMS messages as well, without departing from the scope of the 
Chiang invention. 

8. As to claim 34, Chiang teaches the method of claim 32, further comprising: registering 
each of the messages with a publish/subscribe engine (col. 12, lines 10-59); and brokering the 
messages between the multiple formats based on the messages that the various system have 
registered to receive (col 12, lines 10-59). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-34 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B. Blair whose telephone number is 571-272-3893. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am- 5pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



